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Lighting

In many cases cowsheds are so dark, even in the middle of the day, that
it is impossible to see sufficient!}7 well to keep them clean. In every case the
cowshed must he provided with a sufficient number of openings to light every
part of the interior of the building effectively, and SUCH OPENINGS MUST BE

MAINTAINED IN GOOD ORDER AND NOT IN ANY WAY OBSTRUCTED OR SCREENED.

In addition to natural light, it is essential that GOOD ARTIFICIAL LIGHT BE
PROVIDED for use during winter months. The old type of lamp is often
unsatisfactoiy, requiring constant attention and not giving a sufficiently
bright light. Any of the modern paraffin vapour lamps now on the market
will be found both efficient in use and economical in cost if electricity is
not available.

Ventilation

This is one of the most important items, in connection with the manage-
ment of the cowshed. Ventilation has a marked influence on the health of
the cows and indirectly on the quality of the milk. In cowsheds where there
is practically no ventilation and the atmosphere is hot and stuffy, the vitality
of the animals is considerably reduced and they are rendered more susceptible
to disease. The practice of stopping up air inlets and outlets with straw, etc.,
to keep the cowshed " warm " cannot be too strongly condemned. It is
certainly necessary to protect animals from EXCESSIVE COLD, but it is
equally necessary to protect them from excessive heat. It has been
repeatedly demonstrated in practice by farmers themselves that cows can
withstand wide variations in temperature without any adverse effect upon
their health OR UPON THE MILK YIELD. Speaking generally, each cow
requires 600-800 cubic feet of free air space. ADEQUATE AND PERMANENT

MEANS OF VENTILATION ARE, HOWEVER, OF INFINITELY GttKATBR VALUE AND
IMPORTANCE THAN MERE PROVISION OF CUBIC AIR SPACE.      Unless provision

is made for regular renewal of the air in the cowshed, it will become foul
and contaminated, whatever amount of free air space is provided.

Water Supply

It is impossible to cleanse a cowshed adequately without a plentiful
supply of CLEAN WATER. In addition, an abundant supply of wholesome
water is necessary for watering the cattle. Water should be laid on to the
cowshed itself, particularly as it is required for washing the cows and the
hands of milkers.

Drainage
Effective drainage of the cowshed is very important. The gully upon
which the drainage from the cowshed discharges is often found choked.
These d,rain inlets require constant attentiont and a grid should be provided
to prevent the entrance of large solids which are liable to choke the drain.
The rules given above, governing the care of the cowshed, are all simple
in application but make a considerable difference In the production of clean
milk. Failure to comply with any one of them almost invariably results
in contamination of the liquid.